
You may have wondered why the Pharmaceutical Industry has trained their 
employees mostly in-house. The recognition that post-graduate education and 
training (E&T) as a concerted and co-operative strategy would be much 
more efficient led to the Innovative Medicines Initiative PharmaTrain project. It 
cleared the ground for pan-European training programmes in medicines deve-
lopment. A comprehensive modular platform for Continued Professional Deve-
lopment (CPD) has emerged where individual trainees can benefit in two ways: 
as integrated complete multi-module programmes or as selected single mo-
dules from any platform modules.

Trainers’ blog
King’s College, 
London is an en-
thusiastic partner 
in PharmaTrain 
and is implementing an integrated 
course in Drug Development Sciences 
modelled on the PharmaTrain Syllabus. 
Teaching is done at the Guy’s or Water-
loo Campus with a balanced mixture of 
academic and industry experts.
As much as possible is taught by syndi-
cate project work where students have 
to work cooperatively on a programme 
throughout the module, e.g. in the cli-
nical trial module they have to decide 
which indication to develop and then 
design a phase 2 study. They then get 
the data back and have to carry out a 
statistical analysis and 
present it back. This 
allows the students 
to experience real 
world problems and 
work on solutions 
under the guidance 
of the teaching staff.

Brian Gennery 
King’s College
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My View
“The European PharmaTrain platform 

offers all the com-
petences to com-
plete my skill set.” 

Rajesh Chavhan 
from Pune, India 
works for Novartis 
Pharmaceuticals.

velopment and regulation – from mo-
lecule to market place. You can take 
a six-modular Base Course to get 
your Diploma in Medicines Develop-
ment (DiMD) or make a complete 
twelve-modular Master Course and 
graduate with the Master in Medicines 
Development (MMD) or in Regulatory 
Affairs (MRA). Our webpage is provi-
ding you with the details.

Personal Choices – à la carte 
The consistency and quality of the 
whole programme allow you to choose 
among the modules. You can compo-
se your own modular menu and fit 
best the gaps of your personal compe-
tences in your Continuing Professional 
Development.

Innovative Medicines Initiative
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Industry’s Voice
“The PharmaTrain project is built on a 
partnership between industry, acade-
mia and other professional bodies. It 
offers a unique opportunity for all of us 
in Europe to accellerate the process of 

developing more innova-
tive, safer and more 
effective medicines – 
more economically. 
This is an oppor-
tunity we must not 

miss.” 
Detlef Niese 

Novartis

Who are the PharmaTrain Partners?
PharmaTrain is the public-private 
partnership of stakeholders interes-
ted in high quality education and trai-
ning of post-graduate professionals 
working in the field of medicines de-
velopment. The partners are 

�� nearly all European university or 
training centres (23) teaching in 
the area of medecines develop-
ment, 

�� 15 member companies of the Eu-
ropean Federation of Pharmaceu-
tical Industries and Associations 
(EFPIA), 

�� representatives from regulatory 
agencies, the European Medici-
nes Agency (EMA) in particular, 

�� 13 learned societies, e.g. Euro-
paBio, the European Federati-
on of Pharmaceutical Societies 
(EUFEPS), the Drug Information 
Association (DIA Europe), the 
European Forum for Good Clini-
cal Practice (EFGCP), European 
Organisation for Research and 
Treatment of Cancer (EORTC) 
and others. 

Well, who is missing? 

Career Development Programmes
You can find almost any training sup-
porting your needs in medicines’ de-

The 4 IMI E&T projects will be presen-
ted at the Leading European Event for 
Drug Discovery, MipTec, September 
19-22, 2011 in Basel (www.miptec.ch).

More infos: www.pharmatrain.eu
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